Simple and Cheap Program Ideas for Teens at Your Library
It doesn't need to be elaborate to be a good program.
 

 Craft/ Recreational Programs
 

· Cut out pictures and paste them in hard-to-find areas of the library and have the teens search for them. You can also have one item and have the teens search for it. Provide small prizes for the treasure hunters.

· Recyclable Jewelry: Provide paperclips, safety pins, fishing wire, and beads and have the teens make their own jewelry with them. They could also decorate the jewelry with markers or paint.

· Teens can make key chains and other colorful and fun things with pony beads. Get a book of designs or find them off the internet and provide the beads and string.

· Make collages on spiral notebooks or regular paper. Cut out pictures or words from old discarded magazines or comic books.

· In nicer weather have a paper-airplane making contest. Bring out books on how to make paper-airplanes, provide the paper and see which teen's airplane can go the farthest or the highest.

· Also, if it’s nice weather outside the teens can make kites. All that is needed is butcher cord, wooden dowels or straight sticks, strong large sheets of paper like butcher paper, scotch tape or glue, and markers, paints or crayons to decorate the kites with. The teens can see whose kite can fly the highest or who can decorate theirs the best.

· Start a display of teen art, it will encourage more teens to make art. Have materials on hand, paper, pencils, etc for the teens to add to the display.

· Shoot a library promotional video with the teens. They love to get behind the camera and you can post the video on your library's MySpace account if you have one. If you have no need for this, provide some space for the teens to act out made-up plays and skits. If there is a camera involved, they will be more encouraged. 

· Set out some origami books and paper and have an impromptu origami program. Learn a few folds to teach the teens.

· Sidewalk chalk can be fun for all ages. 

· Popping bubble wrap can be a cheap, albeit loud (you might want to set it up in a separate room or outside), short activity for the teens to blow off some steam.
·  You can also use bubble wrap to make cool designs in paint. Find other items, bottle caps, sponges etc to dip in paint to make beautiful works of art.
· Have a YouTube mini-movie night. Set up a projector and have the teens pick out their favorite videos to show a larger group. They can even show their own videos to the group. Be sure to make rules beforehand about what kind of videos are allowed in the movie night and be at the computer to stop videos that break those rules. You can provide popcorn for the movie night. 

 

 

Charitable/Volunteer Programs
 

· Have the teens make cards for children in the hospital or seniors in a center with any cardstock, glue, markers or any other craft items you have around. They don't need to be elaborate, it is the thought that counts. You can have a teen volunteer distribute the cards or if that does not work be sure to take pictures of the recipients of the cards. You could also have the teens make cards to give away on Mother's Day, Father's Day etc.

· The teens could also knit or crochet items for people in need or as gifts to others. There are numerous books you can check out to teach you how to do this and most likely there are teens already skilled in this craft. This could be the beginning of a club.

· The teens can help you or someone else with storytime. They can make copies, help you pick out the books, help make flannel boards, set up, cut out things you need, and make examples of crafts you might be making. 

· Have the teens do a mini-storytime for the children. In the summer or the evenings try to gather a small group of children and let the teens read them a story. Help the teens pick out the best books for these mini-storytimes.

· If you are putting up a new display, let the teens help. Listen to their suggestions. Ask them what displays would be best. Help them pick out books for the display.

· Let the teens be involved. You can set up as many councils as you have time for: a gaming council, teen advisory council, gay and lesbian council etc. Just make sure the teens feel that the council actually has a say in things. 

· Have the teens do some of the marketing for you. Set up a group of creative teens that can make up posters for your library or other places in town and have them put them up for you. They could be a marketing/advertising council that could help be responsible for spreading the word about teen programs.

· Have the teens compile a list of their favorite websites and good websites for children. They can also compile lists of their favorite books to recommend to teens.  You can recommend and print up these websites and books for parents and other teens coming in the library.

· Recruit the teens as greeters. Post them at the entrances of your library and have them greet people as they enter the building. If there's a program going on you can have them pass out flyers. It might surprise some people.

· Since its voting season, encourage the teens to write letters to the politicians running about the issues they care about. Provide names, addresses, and e-mails of everyone running. You can run a fake mini-election in your library and let teens vote for who they think should win. Just set up a box and let the teens put their "ballot" in the box. Announce the winner before the election finishes. 
· Some small chores around the library that teens can do are: face out books, wipe down tables, pick up trash, wipe off computer screens, pick up children’s books, and wipe down any children’s toys.
· If you have library pets, let the teens assist in taking care of them. They can help clean out cages and feed them. If you don't have pets and are thinking of getting them the teens can be recruited for helping you pick out the best animal.

