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The reason we look at these is that:

a.  any book with three stars or more, thus deemed outstanding by three or more trusted reviewers, is virtually a guaranteed good read.

b.  books with starred reviews are always in major consideration for children’s book awards.  Multiple starred reviews literally guarantee it a spot in the top books discussed.  

c.  I have never seen a book win the Newbery or the Caldecott Medal that did not have at least one starred review.  I keep an ongoing spreadsheet of the year’s starred reviews.  I update it constantly.  Email me at the gmail address whenever you want an updated copy.  This list is current as of September 2, 2009.
d.  Estimates indicate that between 15,000-29,000 children’s books are published every year in the U.S.A.  If a book gets even one starred review, it gets attention.  
Five Starred Reviews!

1. Heiligman, Deborah.  Charles and Emma: the Darwins’ Leap of Faith.  Henry Holt, 2009.  9780805087215 320 p.  Grades 7-up  $18.95.  A delightfully entertaining, stunning look at the home life of Charles Darwin and his wife (and first cousin) and family.

2. Hoose, Philip.  Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice.  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2009.  9780374313227  133 p.  Grades 5-up $19.95  Presents an account of 15-year-old Claudette Colvin, an African-American girl who refused to give up her seat to a white woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, nine months before Rosa Parks.
3. Stork, Francisco X.  Marcelo in the Real World.  Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic, 2009.  9780545054744 312 p.  YA  $17.99. Marcelo Sandoval, a 17-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic spectrum, faces new challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to work for his father in the mailroom of a corporate law firm. 

4. Floca, Brian.  Moonshot: the Flight of Apollo 11.  A Richard Jackson Book: Atheneum, 2009.  9781416950462 Unpaged.  Grades 1-4 $17.99. An illustrated account of the flight of Apollo 11 in 1969, the first manned mission to land on the moon.

5. Tan, Shaun.  Tales from Outer Suburbia.  Arthur A. Levine, 2009. 0545055873 YA 92 p. $19.99. Contains fifteen illustrated short stories, some humorous and some haunting, set in the Australian suburbs. 

6. Stead, Rebecca.  When You Reach Me. Random House, 2009. 9780385737425 199 p.  Grades 5-8 $15.99.  As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space. 

7. Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Wintergirls. Viking, 2009. 067001110X 280 p.  YA $17.99.  Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder. 

Four Starred Reviews!

8. Scanlon, Liz Garton.  All the World.  Illustrated by Marla Frazee.  Beach Lane/ S & S, 2009.  9781416985808 $17.99.  Follows a group of family members and friends through the course of a day as they learn the importance of all things great and small.

9. Schertle, Alice.  Button Up: Wrinkled Rhymes. Illustrated by Petra Mathers.   Houghton Mifflin, 2009. 0152050507  Grades K-3  $16.00. A collection of poems about clothes and animals wearing them.

10. Collins, Suzanne.  Catching Fire.  Scholastic, 2009. 9780439023498 391 p. YA  $17.99.  The you-can’t-put-it-down sequel to The Hunger Games.  What a read!
11. Florian, Douglas.  Dinothesaurus: Prehistoric Poems and Paintings.  Atheneum, 2009.  9781416979784 Grades 1-4  Unpaged  $17.99.  Delightful Doug Florian picks one of the most popular topics of all for his new poetry collection.  

12. Yang, Gene Luen & Derek Kirk Kim.  The Eternal Smile.  First Second, 2009.  9781596431560 170 p.  Graphic Novel YA-Adult $16.99. A collection of three graphic stories featuring Duncan, a charming prince hoping to win the princess's hand; Gran'pa Greenbax, a greedy old frog who longs to find true happiness; and Janet, a busy working woman who thinks she has found truelove with a Nigerian prince who contacts her through an email asking for her help in liberating his family.

13. Kelly, Jacqueline.  The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate.  Henry Holt, 2009.  9780805088410  Grades 5-8 340 p. $16.99. In central Texas in 1899,11-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an important discovery.

14. Stroud, Jonathan.  Heroes of the Valley.  Disney/Hyperion, 2009.  9781423109662  Grades 5-up 476 p.  $17.99. Halli Sveinsson, a mischievous young man who does not fit in with his peers and siblings, plays a trick on Ragnor that goes too far, forcing him to embark on a hero's quest in which he will face highway robbers, monsters, an intriguing girl, and truths about his family and the legends he grew up with. 

15. Young, Ed.  Hook. Neil Porter Books, 2009. 1596433639 Unpaged.  Grades K-3   $17.95.  A chick hatched by hens turns out to be an eaglet who must get help from a boy in learning how to fly. 

16. Forman, Gayle.  If I Stay.  Dutton, 2009.  9780525421030  201 p.  YA $16.99. While in a coma following an automobile accident that killed her parents and younger brother, seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, weights whether to live with her grief or join her family in death. 

17. Pinkney, Jerry.  The Lion and the Mouse.  Little, Brown, 2009.  9780316013567 $16.99. In this wordless retelling of an Aesop fable, an adventuresome mouse proves that even small creatures are capable of great deeds when he rescues the King of the Jungle. 

18. Sidman, Joyce.  Red Sings from the Treetops: a Year in Colors.  Illustrated by Pamela Zagarenski.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  9780547014944 Picture Book Grades K-4 $16.00.  Lovely poems about colors.

19. Sakai, Komaiko.  The Snow Day.  Scholastic, 2009.  9780545013215 Pre-K $16.99. A little rabbit enjoys having a day off from kindergarten and spending time with his mother during a snowstorm, but his father's flight home is cancelled until the snow stops falling. 

20. Peck, Richard.  A Season of Gifts.  Dial, 2009.  978080373082 Grades 4-8 $16.99. Relates the surprising gifts bestowed on twelve-year-old Bob Barnhart and his family, who have recently moved to a small Illinois town in 1958, by their larger-than-life neighbor, Mrs. Dowdel. 

21. Crum, Shutta.  Thunder Boomer.  Illustrated by Carol Thompson.  Clarion, 2009.  9780618618651 $16.00. A farm family scurries for shelter from a violent thunderstorm that brings welcome relief from the heat and also an unexpected surprise. 
Three Starred  Reviews!

22. Burg, Ann.  All the Broken Pieces: A Novel in Verse.  Scholastic, 2009. 9780545080927 219 p.  $16.99.  Two years after being airlifted out of Vietnam in 1975, Matt Pin is haunted by the terrible secret he left behind. 

23. Stone, Tanya Lee.  Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream.  Candlewick, 2009.  9780763636111 Grades 5-8 134 p. $24.99. Profiles thirteen women who challenged social norms and government policies to prove they could be exceptional astronauts.

24. Bryan, Ashley.  Ashley Bryan: Words to My Life’s Song.  Atheneum, 2009.  9781416905417  58 p. Grades 4-6  $18.99. An illustrated biography in which African-American author Ashley Bryan describes his life. 

25. Henkes, Kevin.  Birds.  Illustrated by Laura Dronzek.  Greenwillow, 2009.  9780061363047 $17.99.  A simple text and lovely illustrations make a delightful book for young children.

26. Mahy, Margaret.  Bubble Trouble.  Illustrated by Polly Dunbar.  Clarion, 2009.  9780547074214 $16.00. Mabel blows a bubble that captures Baby and wafts him away, resulting in a wild chase that involves the whole neighborhood. 

27. Naidoo, Beverly.  Burn my Heart.  HarperCollins, 2009.  9780061432972 209 p. Grades 5-8  $15.99. While the Mau Mau rebellion threatens the British settlers living in Kenya during the 1950s, Mathew and Mugo maintain their friendship, despite their different races, but during these tense times, a single act of betrayal could alter everything. 

28. Lloyd, Saci.  The Carbon Diaries 2015.  Holiday House, 2009. 0823421902  330 p. YA $17.95.  In 2015, when England becomes the first nation to introduce carbon dioxide rationing in a drastic bid to combat climate change, 16-year-old Laura documents the first year of rationing as her family spirals out of control. 

29. Emberley, Rebecca and Ed.  Chicken Little.  Roaring Brook, 2009.  9781596434646 $16.95. An illustrated retelling of the story in which Chicken Little becomes convinced the sky is falling after being hit on the head by an acorn. 

30. Shange, Ntozake.  Coretta Scott.  Paintings by Kadir Nelson.  HarperCollins, 2009.  9780061253645 Picture Book for All Ages. $17.99. A poetic biography of Coretta Scott King, describing her childhood in the segregated South, her marriage to Martin Luther King, Jr., and her civil rights work

31. Thompson, Kate.  Creature of the Night.  Roaring Brook, 2009. 1596435119 YA 250 p.  $17.95.  Bobby recklessly smokes, drinks, and steals cars in Dublin, and when his mother relocates the family to a small cottage in the countryside, Bobby believes a certain spookiness lurks in the corners of the new home. 

32. McGinty, Alice B.  Darwin: With Glimpses into his Private Journal and Letters.  Illustrated by Mary Azarian.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  9780618995318  Unpaged  Grades 2-5  $18.00. Contains the hopes, fears, and private thoughts of Charles Darwin as he develops his idea about survival of the fittest, with illustrations. 

33. Barton, Christ.  The Day-Glo Brothers: The True Story of Bob and Joe Switzer’s Bright Ideas and Brand-New Colors.    Illustrated by Tony Persiani.  Charlesbridge, 2009.  9781570916731 Picture Book for Older Readers.  $18.95.  The subtitle says it all!

34. Brennan, Sarah Rees.  The Demon’s Lexicon.  McElderry, 2009. 9781416963790  322 p.  YA $17.99. 16-year-old Nick and his family have battled magicians and demons for most of his life, but when his brother, Alan, is marked for death while helping new friends Jamie and Mae, Nick's determination to save Alan leads him to uncover a devastating secret.

35. Gall, Chris.  Dinotrux.  Little, Brown, 2009. 0316027774 $16.99. Illustrations and simple text introduce creatures that are part truck and part dinosaur in a safari through a world ruled by the Craneosaurus, the Garbageadon, and Tyrannosaurus Trux. 

36. Fleischman, Paul.  Dunderheads.  Illustrated by David Roberts.  Candlewick, 2009.  9780763624989  $16.99. When Miss Breakbone confiscates Junkyard's crucial find, Wheels, Pencil, Spider, and the rest of the Dunderheads plot to teach her a lesson. 

37. Rappaport, Doreen.   Eleanor, Quiet No More.  Illustrated by Gary Kelley.  Disney Hyperion, 2009.  9780786851416 Unpaged  Grades 2-5  $16.99. A biographical tribute to Eleanor Roosevelt, who taught children in poor neighborhoods in New York City and worked as an ambassador, activist, and champion of civil rights. 

38. Cashore, Kristin.  Fire.  Dial, 2009.  9780803734616 YA $17.99. In a kingdom called the Dells, Fire is the last human-shaped monster, with unimaginable beauty and the ability to control the minds of those around her, but even with these gifts she cannot escape the strife that overcomes her world. Prequel to Graceling.

39. Janeczo, Paul B.  A Foot in the Mouth: Poems to Speak, Sing, and Shout.  Illustrated by Chris Raschka.  Candlewick, 2009.  9780763606633 61 p. Grades 3-6  $17.99. Collects over three dozen illustrated rhyming poems, with tongue twisters and bilingual pieces, drawn from contemporary and classic literary sources and anonymous authors. 

40. Turner, Pamela S. The Frog Scientist (Scientists in the Field). Photographs by Andy Comins. Houghton Mifflin Books for Children, 2009. 9780618717163  58 p. Grades 4-8 $18.00.  African-American scientist Tyrone Hayes is a cool guy working hard on what is happening to our frog population.  Neat photos

41. Winter, Jonah.  Gertrude is Gertrude is Gertrude.  Illustrated by Calef Brown.  Atheneum, 2009.  978141694088x  Unpaged.  Grades 1-4  $16.99. Verse and illustrations describe the lives of American writer Gertrude Stein and her life partner, Alice B. Toklas. 

42. Patricelli, Leslie.  Higher!  Higher!   Candlewick Press, 2009.  9780763632410  $15.99. Two children encourage their father to push them perpetually higher on the swing as they try to surpass the height of a giraffe, a mountain, and the very boundaries of Earth. 

43. Westerfeld, Scott.  Leviathan.  Simon Pulse, 2009. 9781416971733 448 p.  YA  $18.99.  In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the Clanker Powers who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy alliance with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to jointhe British Air Service, is learning to fly genetically-engineered beasts. 

44. Hest, Amy.  Little Chick.  Illustrated by Anita Jeram.  9780763628901 $17.99. A collection of three stories in which Little Chick learns how to deal with life's disappointments with the help of his beloved auntie. 

45. Hardinge, Frances.  The Lost Conspiracy.  HarperCollins, 2009.  9780060880416 Grades 6-10  $16.99. When a lie is exposed and their tribe turns against them, Hathin must find a way to save her sister Arilou--once considered the tribe's oracle--and herself. 
46. DiCamillo, Kate.  The Magician’s Elephant.  Candlewick, 2009.  9780763644109 201 p.  Grades 3-6 $16.99.  A magician makes an elephant disappear, causing a surprising chain of events to unfold.

47. Chaikin, Andrew, with Victoria Kohl.  Mission Control, This is Apollo: The Story of the First Voyages to the Moon.  Viking, 2009.   9780670011568 114 p. Grades 5-8 $23.99. Recounts various important events from the history of space exploration, covering the Mercury missions, the voyage of Apollo 17, and more, with illustrations by ex-Nasa astronaut Alan Bean, who walked on the moon during the Apollo 12 mission. 

48. Hughes, Langston.  My People.  Photographs by Charles R. Smith Jr.  Ginee Seo Books, Atheneum, 2009.  9781416935407  Unpaged.  All ages.  $17.99. Sepia toned photographs by Charles R. Smith, Jr. accompany Langston Hughes' classic poem "My People" and celebrate the glory, beauty, and soul of the African-American community. 

49. Hughes, Langston.  The Negro Speaks of Rivers.  Illustrated by E. B. Lewis.  Disney/ Jump at the Sun, 2009.  9780786818679 Grades K-2 $16.99. Watercolor illustrations by E.B. Lewis accompany Langston Hughes' classic poem "The Negro Speaks of Rivers." 

50. Headley, Justina.  North of Beautiful. Little, Brown, 2009.   780316025058 373 p. YA  $16.99.  Terra, a sensitive, artistic high school senior born with a facial port-wine stain, struggles with issues of inner and outer beauty with the help of her Goth friend Jacob. 

51. Agee, John.  Orangutan Tongs: Poems to Tangle Your Tongue.  Disney Hyperion Books, 2009.  9781423103158 48 p. Grades 3-6 $16.99.  More tongue tanglers from a master.
52. Weitzman, David.  Pharaoh’s Boat.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  9780547053417 Unpaged Grades 4-7 $18.00. Provides an illustrated account of the construction of Egyptian pharaoh Cheops' funeral boat, and discusses its discovery during an archaeological dig centuries later.

53. Chin, Jason.  Redwoods.  Roaring Brook, 2009.  9781596434301 Unpaged.  Grades 2-5 $16.95. While reading a book about redwood trees on the subway, a young boy travels as he learns, all the way to the forests of California. 

54. Myers, Walter Dean.  Riot.  Egmont, 2009.  1606840002 176 p. YA $16.99. In 1863, fifteen-year-old Claire, the daughter of an Irish mother and a black father, faces ugly truths and great danger when Irish immigrants, enraged by the Civil War and a federal draft, lash out against blacks and wealthy "swells" of New York City. 

55. Murphy, Jim.  A Savage Thunder: Antietam and the Bloody Road to Freedom. McElderry, 2009. 9780689876332 103 p. Grades 5-9 $17.99.  Photographs and illustrations clarify the horrifying story of the deadliest day in the Civil War—and in American history.

56. Kajikawa, Kimiko. Tsunami!  Illustrated by Ed Young.  Philomel, 2009.  9780399250064 Grades K-5 Unpaged $16.99. A wealthy man in a Japanese village, who everyone calls Ojiisan, which means grandfather, sets fire to his rice fields to warn the innocent people of an approaching tsunami. 

57. Burd, Nick.  The Vast Fields of Ordinary.  Dial, 2009.  9780803733404 309 p.  YA $16.99. The summer after graduating from an Iowa high school, eighteen-year-old Dade Hamilton watches his parents' marriage disintegrate, ends his long-term, secret relationship, comes out of the closet, and savors first love. 

58. Lin, Grace.  Where the Mountain Meets the Moon.  Little, Brown, 2009.  9780316114271 278 p. Grades 3-6 $16.99. Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River. 

59. Ruddell, Deborah.  A Whiff of Pine, A Hint of Skunk: a Forest of Poems.  Illustrated by Joan Rankin.  McElderry Books, 2009.  Grades 1-4  9781416942115  $16.99.  An illustrated collection of whimsical poems about life in the forest through the seasons. 

60. Walker, Sally M.  Written in Bone: Buried Lives Of Jamestown And Colonial Maryland .  Carolrhoda Books, 2009.  9780822571353 144 p.  Grades 5-up $22.95.  Incredible story, loaded with illustrations, of human burial excavations at Jamestown and Maryland.

61. Marrin, Albert.  Years of Dust: The Story of the Dust Bowl.  Dutton, 2009.  9780525420774 128 p.  Grades 5-up $22.99. Examines the causes of the Dust Bowl, discusses its effects, and provides primary source quotes and photographs. 

62. Winter, Jonah.
You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax? Schwartz & Wade, 2009. 9780375837388  Unpaged. Grades 2-5 $17.99. Offers a brief overview of the life of Sandy Koufax, discussing the obstacles and physical challenges he faced, his successful career, his retirement, and other related topics. 

63. Cousins, Lucy.  Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales.  Candlewick, 2009. 0763644749 128 p. Preschool-K-2 $18.99.  Simple text and bold illustrations tell eight classic fairy tales, including "The Three Little Pigs" and "Little Red Riding Hood." 

64. Kinney, Jeff.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw.  Amulet, 2009.  9780810970687 217 p.  Grades 4-8 $12.95.  Third in a hugely popular series, and utterly hilarious.
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