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1. Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Frogs.  Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008.  0439877555 48 p.  Grades 3-6  $17.99. Fascinating information and incredible photographs make for a fine read.
2. Heuer, Karsten. Being Caribou: Five Months on Foot with a Caribou Herd. Walker & Company, 2007.  9780802795656  48 p. Grades 4-8 $17.95.  Wildlife biologist Karsten Heuer and his wife, Leanne, follow the five-month migration of 123,000 caribou over mountain ranges and icy rivers to their calving grounds in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, becoming the first humans toever join a herd on the trek.
3. Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. When the Wolves Returned: Restoring Nature's Balance in Yellowstone.  Photographs by Dan Hartman and Cassie Hartman.  Walker & Company, 2008. 0802796869  40 p.  Grades 3-5 $17.95.  Discusses how the wolf, once returned to Yellowstone National Park, helped restore balance to the ecosystem by minimizing the predation of coyotes on smaller creatures, keeping the elk herd on the run, thereby helping more aspen and willow trees to grow, and influencing other previously misunderstood dynamics.
4. Schwartz, David, and Yael M. Schy. Where in the Wild?: Camouflaged Creatures Concealed ... and Revealed. Eye-tricking photos by Dwight Kuhn. Tricycle Press, 2007. 9781582462073 Unpaged  Grades 2-5
$15.95.  Poems with clues prompt readers to guess the identities of ten camouflaged animals, revealed in gatefolds, and fact pages present information on each species, discussing their camouflage and life cycles.
5. Talbott, Hudson.  United Tweets of America.  Putnam, 2008.  9780399245206  Unpaged  Grades 1-5 $17.99.   Humorous, fun look at the state birds, with lots of other good facts.
6. Hodgkins, Fran. The Whale Scientists: Solving the Mystery of Whale Strandings (Scientists in the Field). Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 9780618556731 64 p. Grades 5-8   $18.00. Why do whales come up on the beach and lie there, doomed to die without human intervention?  
7. Jackson, Donna M.  ER Vets: Life in an Animal Emergency Room.  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005.  0618436634   66 p.  Grades 4-7  $17.00.   The story and the photos work together to make this a huge booktalking hit.  
8. Carson, Mary Kay. Emi and the Rhino Scientist (Scientists in the Field). With photographs by Tom Uhlman.  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2007.  9780618646395 57 p. Grades 5-8  $18.00. The Sumatran rhinoceros is rare and had never been bred successfully in captivity until Dr. Terri Roth decided she would try everything she could think of!
9. Harley, Avis.  African Acrostics: A Word in Edgeways.  Photographs by Deborah Noyes.  Candlewick Press, 2009.  9780763636210 Grades 3-6 Unpaged $17.99. Contains color photographs of various African animals, each with a lighthearted poem that contains acrostics. 

10. Schanzer, Rosalyn.  What Darwin Saw: the Journey that Changed the World.  National [image: image1.wmf]Geographic, 2009.  9781426303968  48 p.  Grades 3-6  $17.95. Introduces children to the life of Charles Darwin, describing how his innovative theories on evolution changed how people view the world.

11. Thimmesh, Catherine.  Lucy Long Ago: Uncovering The Mystery Of Where We Came From.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  9780547051994 64 p.  Grades 4-8 $18.00.  Provides an account of the discovery of Lucy, a pile of forty-seven bones found in Hadar, Ethiopia, that was eventually revealed to be a new species of hominid.
12. Turner, Pamela S. Life on Earth -- and Beyond: An Astrobiologist's Quest.  Charlesbridge, 2008. 9781580891349 111 p. Grades 5-9 $11.95.  Examines astrobiologist Dr. Chris Mckay's efforts to prove that life does exist beyond Earth, with behind-the-scenes photographs capturing Mckay and his research team at work studying microbes that live beyond all odds and trying to determine if they can thrive in space.
13. Cherry, Lynne and Gary Braasch.  How We Know What We Know About Our Changing Climate: Scientists and Kids Explore Global Warming.  Dawn Publications, 2008. 1584691034 66 p. Grades 5-8   $17.95. Describes how and where scientists find evidence of climate change, including bird migration patterns, checking tree rings, and collecting mud cores; and offers advice to students on how to make a positive impact on the environment.
14. Mortenson, Greg, & David Oliver Relin.  Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Journey to Change the World…One Child at a Time… The Young Reader’s Edition.   Adapted  by Sarah Thomson.  Dial, 2009.  9780803733923 209 p. Grades 4-8 $16.99. Greg Mortenson recounts the experiences he had while trying to help impoverished villages in Pakistan's Karakoram Himalaya build schools for their children.
15. Milway, Katie Smith.  One Hen: How One Small Loan Made a Difference.  Illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes.  Kids Can, 2008.  Grades 2-5  32 p.  9781554530281  $18.95.  Kojo, a poor boy in Ghana, finds a way out of poverty and helps others do the same after his mother is given a small loan and buys a hen.
16. Fradin, Judy and Dennis Fradin. Volcanoes (Witness to Disaster). National Geographic, 2007.  9780792253761  48 p.  Grades 4-8  $16.95. Text and photographs describe volcanoes including their causes and impact on people.
17. Winchester, Simon. The Day the World Exploded: The Earthshaking Catastrophe at Krakatoa.  Adaptation by Dwight Jon Zimmerman.  Collins,  2008.  9780061239823 96 p. Grades 5-8  $22.99.  Presents an illustrated account of the volcano eruption on the island of Krakatoa on August 27, 1883, and its aftermath.
18. Platt, Richard.  Roman Diary: the Journal of Iliona of Mytilini, Who was Captured by Pirates and Sold as a Slave in Rome, AD 107.  Illustrated by David Parkins.  Candlewick Press, 2009.  9780763634803 64 p.  Grades 4-7 $18.99. Looks at life in ancient Rome through the fictional diary of Iliona, a girl traveling from Greece to Egypt when her ship is boarded by pirates and she is captured and sold at auction as a slave to a Roman couple who provide her with clothing, food, and an education, and allow her the freedom to explore the fascinating empire.
19. Brown, Don.  Let it Begin Here!  April 19, 1775: the Day the American Revolution Began.  Roaring Brook Press, 2008.  9781596432215  Grades 2-5 Unpaged  $17.95. An account of the first real skirmish of the American Revolution.
20. Freedman, Russell.  Washington at Valley Forge.  Holiday House, 2008.  0823420698  100 p. Grades 4-7 $24.95.  Provides an account of the six months during which the soldiers in George Washington's command camped at Valley Force, enduring the harsh winter of 1777-78 without adequate food, clothing, or blankets.
21. St. George, Judith.  The Duel: The Parallel Lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr.  Viking, 2009.  9780670011247 97 p. Grades 5-9 $16.99. Highlights similar aspects of the lives of Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, and examines how the two war heroes and founding fathers ended up in a duel that cost one of them his life.
22. Reich, Susanna.  Painting the Wild Frontier: the Art and Adventures of George Catlin.  Clarion Books, 2008.  9780618714704 160 p. Grades 5-up  $21.00.  Letters, recollections, and archival prints and photographs recount the experiences artist George Catlin had traveling through the American wilderness studying Native American tribes.
23. Fleming, Candace. The Great And Only Barnum :  The Tremendous, Stupendous Life Of Showman P.T. Barnum. Schwartz & Wade Books, 2009.  9780375841972  Grades 4-8  160 p.   $18.99.  A zesty, fun account of the amazing P.T. Barnum, who thought of many ways to amuse and delight his fellow human beings.
24. Walker, Sally M. Secrets of a Civil War Submarine: Solving the Mysteries of the H.L. Hunley. [image: image2.wmf] Carolrhoda, 2005 1575058308
112 p. Grades 4-up$19.95.  The H.L. Hunley was the first submarine anywhere to sink a ship—but in doing so, she sank herself.  A great Sibert award winner describes her manufacture, use and long sojourn underwater.
25. Walker, Paul Robert. Remember Little Bighorn: Indians, Soldiers, and Scouts Tell Their Stories. National Geographic, 2006. 0792255216  64 p. Grades 4-9 $17.95.  The true story of one of the most famous battles in American history –and the Native Americans won!
26. Bial, Raymond. Ellis Island: Coming to the Land of Liberty.  Houghton Mifflin, 2009.  9780618999439 Grades 4-7 57 p.$18.00.  Discusses the many Americans who immigrated to the U.S. between 1892 and 1924 through Ellis Island, and provides information about the island, including its history as a landfill in New York Harbor and role as a once-popular picnicking spot.

27. Our White House: Looking In, Looking Out.  Candlewick Press, 2008.  9780763620677 Grades 4-up 242 p.  $29.99.  A collection of essays, personal accounts, historical fiction, and poetry that traces the history of the White House through the eyes of the children who have lived and visited there. 

28. Kerley, Barbara.  What To Do About Alice?: How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules, Charmed the World, and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy! llus. by Edwin Fotheringham.  Scholastic, 2008. 0439922313
48 p. Grades 2-5  $16.99  Very fun biography of Alice Roosevelt.  Sibert Honor 2009. 
29. Lange, Karen E.  Nevermore: A Photobiography of Edgar Allan Poe.  National Geographic, 2009.  9781426303982  64 p.  Grades 4-8  $19.95. Lots of photographs illustrate this story of a man who continues to fascinate us all.  
30. Hopkins, Lee Bennett.  America at War: Poems Selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins.  Illustrated by Stephen Alcorn.  McElderry, 2008. 9781416918325  Grades 5-up
84 p.  $21.99.  A fine collection, beautifully illustrated.
31. Porcellino, John, from the writings of Henry David Thoreau. Thoreau at Walden.  Hyperion, 2008. 1423100387
Grades 5-up  98 p. $16.99.  Excellent graphic novel introduction to the life of Thoreau.
32. Price, Sean. Ivan the Terrible: Tsar of Death (A Wicked History).  Franklin Watts, 2008. 0531125971 128 p.  Grades 5-up $30.00.  The Wicked Histories describe some interesting people, and they have lots of white space and illustrations.  Excellent for reluctant readers.
33. Martin, Russell and Lydia Nibley.  The Mysteries of Beethoven’s Hair. Charlesbridge, 2009.  9781570917141  120 p. Grades 5-8  $15.95. What caused Beethoven’s deafness and mood swings?  Forensic science solves the problem.
34. Shaskan, Kathy.  How Underwear Got Under There: A Brief History.  Illustrated by Regan Dunnick.  Dutton, 2007.  [image: image3.wmf]0525471782 48 p. Grades 3-5  $16.99.  A fairly brief but amusing look at the word that is the funniest in the English language if you are in first grade.

35. Halls, Kelly Milner.  Mysteries of the Mummy Kids. Darby Creek Publishing, 2007. 158196059X 72 p. 
Grades
5-8 $18.95 Explores mummies from around the world, focusing on mummified children; and provides information about their deaths, the sites where they were found, and what caused their preservation.
36. Reef, Catherine.  Ernest Hemingway: a Writer’s Life.  Clarion Books, 2009.  9780618978054 183 p. Grades 6-10 $20.00. He was handsome, magnetic, talented and brilliant.  An excellent biography for good readers.  
37. Madden, Kerry.  Up Close: Harper Lee: a twentieth century life. Viking, 2009.  9780670010950 223 p.  Grades 5-up $16.99.  She wrote one of the most popular books ever and then she disappeared.  An excellent biography of a fascinating person.
38. Cook, Sally, and James Charlton.  Hey Batta Batta Swing!: The Wild Old Days of Baseball.  Illustrated by Ross  MacDonald.  McElderry, 2007.  141691207X  48 p. Grades 3-5 $17.99.  Funny, well-illustrated look at the interesting early days of the game.
39. Burleigh, Robert. Stealing Home: Jackie Robinson: Against the Odds.  Illustrated by Mike Wimmer. Simon & Schuster,  2007.  0689862768
Unpaged.  Grades 1-5
$16.99. I just loved this beautiful book about Jackie Robinson, his career and his talent for stealing home plate!
40. Jackson, Donna M.  The Name Game: a Look behind the Labels. Illustrated by Ted Stearn.  Viking, 2009.  9780670011971  64 p. Grades 3-5 $16.99. An illustrated discussion of the meaning, power, and relevance of people's names, covering acronyms, "Googlegangers," and other fun facts.

41. Jackson, Donna M.  Phenomena: Secrets of the Senses.  Little, Brown, 2008. 978-0-316-16649-2 Grades 5-8  174 p.   Offers an overview of sensory perception, exploring the myths, facts, and controversial topics related to such issues as psychic powers and animal intuition.
42. Burns, Loree Griffin.  Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion (Scientists in the Field). Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 0618581316  58 p. Grades 5-8 $18.00.  Describes the work of a man who tracks trash as it travels great distances by way of ocean currents.
43. Dendy, Leslie.  Guinea Pig Scientists: Bold Self-Experimenters In Science And Medicine.  Henry Holt, 2005. 0805073167 213 p.  Grades 5-up $19.95. Recounts the true stories of ten scientists and medical researchers that have endured extreme hardship and discomfort in order to test new discoveries and inventions in the fields of medicine and science.
44. McLafferty, Carla Killough.  The Head Bone's Connected To The Neck Bone :--The Weird, Wacky, And Wonderful X-Ray. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2001. 0374329087 136 p. Grades 4-8  $17.00  Explores the history of x-rays, and examines their many medical and industrial uses.
45. Kurlansky, Mark  The Story of Salt. Illustrated by S.D. Schindler. Putnam, 2006. 0399239987 48 p. Grades 3-6 $16.99. Illustrations, sidebars, and maps tell the story of the history of salt, how it shaped ancient civilizations, and its influence on the world today.
46. Raczka, Bob. Here's Looking at Me: How Artists See Themselves.  Millbrook Press, 2006. 0761334041  32 p. Grades 4-8  A thought-provoking look at self-portraits
47. Alexander, Sally Hobart, and Robert Alexander. She Touched the World: Laura Bridgman, Deaf-Blind Pioneer. Clarion, 2008. 0618852999  100 p. Grades 4-9 $18.00. Laura Bridgeman led the way for Helen Keller, but hardly anyone has heard of her.  It is a fine story
48. Delano, Marfe Ferguson.  Helen's Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller's Teacher. National Geographic, 2008. 9781426302091 64 p. $17.95. What kid doesn’t love reading a book about Helen Keller, especially one with great photos?
49. Rabin, Staton.   Mr. Lincoln’s Boys: Being the MOSTLY True Adventures of Abraham Lincoln’s Trouble-Making Sons, TAD and WILLIE.   Illustrated by Bagram Ibatoulline.  Viking, 2008.  9780670061693 $16.99.

50. McDonough, Yena Zeldis.  Louisa: the Life of Louisa May Alcott.  Illustrated by Bethanne [image: image4.wmf]Andersen.  Henry Holt, 2009.  Unpaged Grades 3-5  $17.99. A biography of nineteenth-century American author Louisa May Alcott for young readers, discussing her poor but freethinking family, her teaching career, and her lifelong passion for writing. 

51. Harvey, Tom and Allie.  Tiger Pups.  Photographs by Tom Harvey.  Additional photographs by Keith Phlipott.  Collins, an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, 2009.  9780061773099  Unpaged.  Grades K-3 $17.99. A photoillustrated account of the matching of three white Bengal tiger cubs, whose mother stopped nursing them shortly after birth, with Isabella, a golden retriever that was nursing her own puppy at the time and proceeded to feed and care for the cubs as if they were her own.

52. Ryder, Joanne.  Panda Kindergarten.  Photos by Dr. Katherine Feng.  Collins, an Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers, 2009.  9780060578503 Unpaged.  Grades K-3 $17.99. Photographs and text follow sixteen panda cubs at the Wolong Nature Preserve, where they are raised and observed by scientists and workers while they learn survival skills that will allow them to be re-released into the wild. 
53. DiPucchio, Kelly. Sipping Spiders Through A Straw: Campfire Songs For Monsters. Pictures by Gus Grimly. Scholastic, 2008. 
9780439584012
Unpaged.  All ages. $15.99.  They are gross and fun.
PAGE  
4

